Grand J ury Witness Saw McVeigh With Mahon on 
Day of Bombing 
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Oklahoma County grand jurors heard from two eyewitnesses Monday that recall seeing 
timothy McVeigh with others in downtown Oklahoma City on the morning of the 
bombing of the Murrah federal building on April 19, 1995. 


And one of those witnesses, David Snider, a Bricktown warehouse worker at the time of 
the event, even told the grand jury who one of the persons was with McVeigh — Dennis 
Mahon of Tulsa. 


The grand jury is investigating allegations of a larger conspiracy and a government 
cover-up in the Oklahoma City bombing. 


Meanwhile, the McCurtain Gazette has learned that congressional hearings on the ATF 
and FBI's handling of the Oklahoma City bombing case could be held after the trial of 
Terry Nichols later in Denver. 


Snider said that on the day of the bombing he was waiting for a pair of deliverymen to 
stop by his place of employment to pick up some equipment in the Bricktown section, 
just blocks east of the ill-fated Murrah federal building. 


The grand jury witness had made virtually the same remarks to the McCurtain Daily 
Gazette last year, saying the events he witnessed happened about a half-hour before the 
bomb blast went off. 


"They were creeping along," Snider said, "and I thought they were looking for my 
warehouse. I pointed at our sign and yelled to them, but they just drove by staring back 
while I waved." 


The man on the passenger side of the truck was timothy McVeigh, Snider told this 
newspaper. 


And the driver was Dennis Mahon, a White Aryan Resistance leader from Tulsa. ‘The 
Gazette has learned that Snider told the same story Monday to the grand jury — and 
even provided the original sketch he made after the bombing showing a man with a 
sharp, pointed chin, wearing sun glasses and a dark wig. 


Mahon, who has such an unusual chin, also claims to be a disguise artist, he had told 
this newspaper in earlier interviews. Snider turned over a videotape of a television 
program to the grand jury where Mahon tells the audience that his dream is to take a 
nuclear device to Washington, D.C., and detonate it. 


Another person likely to be called by the grand jury, former ATF informant Carol E. 
Howe, has named Mahon and an associate, Andreas Strassmeir, as ringleaders in the 
plot to bomb the Oklahoma City federal* building. Howe provided that information to 
authorities weeks before the bombing, and even after it. 


But her undercover work did not become known to the public until a year after Snider 
picked Mahon out as one of the conspirators riding in the truck that morning. It was 
first revealed in the McCurtain Gazette earlier this year. Another witness called Monday 
was Broken Arrow banker Kyle Hunt. 


Hunt told grand jury co-petitioner Glenn Wilburn after the bombing in a taperecorded 
interview that he saw McVeigh at about that same time on April 19, 1995, driving toward 
Bricktown. Hunt told the FBI that there were two men with McVeigh in an old sedan, 
followed by a Ryder rental truck. Expected to testify later this week is the other grand 
jury co-petitioner, state Rep. Charles Key of Oklahoma City. 


Key will provide the grand jury his ideas about the broader conspiracy and evidence that 
federal officials knew there was a risk of danger on April 19, 1995 — yet failed to warn 
the occupants of the Murrah federal building. 


ATF Elevator Lies 


Also expected to testify is Oscar J ohnson, general manager of the Midwestern Elevator 
Co., who had told the Gazette two years ago that the ATFs story about a supervisor free- 
falling in an elevator after the bomb went off was a lie. 


Johnson had three employees across the street when the bomb tore through the Murrah 
building. They immediately inspected the elevators in the Murrah building — and found 
them empty. J ohnson said the story told by ATF supervisor agent Alex McCauley that an 
agent fell five floors in an elevator was fiction. He said the elevator was discovered. 
between floors with the doors sealed and empty. 


Witness Pressured by FBI? 


Another potential witness, Gary Lewis, was quoted in today's edition of the Daily 
Oklahoman as saying he was expecting to testify but had now changed his story and 
claims he saw nothing important. 


But in the summer of 1995, Lewis told Glenn and Kathy Wilburn on tape that he saw 
McVeigh and another man leave the Oklahoma J ournal- Record parking lot only 
moments before the blast that killed 168 person. 


Lewis, a pressman at the business newspaper at. the time of the bombing, was outside 
on a smoke break when the vehicle sped through the parking lot, narrowing missing him, 
he said. 


Lewis also appeared on a local television news program and told the interviewer the 
same story, noting the license plate on the big yellow Mercury auto was hanging by one 
screw when it left the scene. 


Despite hours of; interviews Lewis aid he gave the U. S. Attorney's office and the FBI, 
telling them what he told this newspaper — Lewis now says he made a mistake. 


According to the Daily Oldahoman, Lewis said the FBI got him to understand that he 
saw a different yellow Mercury that was not McVeigh's. 


"It was real similar to it," Lewis told the newspaper. "It was real close but it wasn't .it" 


The newspaper, which has consistently pooh-poohed any information not consistent 
with what federal prosecutors have given them, also quoted Lewis as saying the 
Wilburn's exaggerated his story. To this, Kathy Wilburn, widow of Glenn Wilburn 
following his death about 5:30 a.m. today, said, "We have Mr.. Lewis on tape and so 
does K-FOR (Channel 4 TV). 


"He told us he was afraid of the 'bad guys at the FBL, ' so I guess they finally got to him." 


Moreover, witnesses interviewed a the J ournal-Record said Lewis made the statements 
about nearly being run over by the big, yellow car almost as soon as he walked back into 
the pressroom from his smoking break. 


Interestingly, Lewis' observation of the tag hanging by just one screw on the vehicle as it 
passed within inches of him just prior to the blast, matches the same description given 
by a person in Kansas who is sure it was McVeigh's car she saw. Lea McGown, owner 
manager of the Dreamland Motel, told the Gazette last year that McVeigh's car tag was 
hanging by one bolt or screw while he was staying at the motel just days before the 
bombing. 


Congressional Hearings Slated? 


Curiously, Lewis is just one of a number of witnesses who have admitted to changing 
their earlier sworn statements after repeated visits by agents of the FBI. It has been 
learned by the Gazette that members of Congress intend to hold hearings on the ATF 
and FBI's handling of the Oklahoma City bombing — probably after the trial of Terry 
Nichols. 


Witness tampering could become the focus of that investigation, along with evidence 
that certain suspects named in FBI and ATF reports were not interviewed in a timely 
fashion — or at all — following the bombing. 


Moreover, the issue of whether the government knew, or should have known, there was 
heightened risk of a bombing in downtown Oklahoma City on April 19, 1995, is expected 
to be an issue. 


